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“Love”      Text –  Romans 12:9      OT Reading – Psalm 133   NT Reading – 1 John 3:16; 4:7-12

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
In 1991, my wife and I enjoyed a 5 week tour of Western Europe.  From memory, we visited 14 countries in 35 days.  We did the trip as part of a tour so we didn’t plan the route ourselves or book the accommodation or arrange the sight-seeing at our destinations; everything was done by the tour guides.  Back then, we were happy to be led around by those who had been there before and who knew what most people wanted to see.  And our thought at the time was that should we ever have the opportunity to return to Europe, we could then go back and spend a little more time in the places that really interested us.  And I think we both agreed that our favourite stop on the tour was Florence, Italy.  But we were there only for one day and it would be delightful to have more time to enjoy the art and history of Florence.  
Well, last time we were together in this Romans series, we looked at vv4-16 by way of a broad sweep.  We did our ‘bus tour’ of this part of Romans 12.  
· We noted the significance of the body of Christ image that is used to describe the church.  
· We noted that the Lord gives believers gifts that are to be used to build up the body of Christ.  
· And we considered vv9-16 under three attitude headings – be loving, be patient, and be humble.  
But as I indicated at the time, my intention was to return to some of the aspects of vv9-16 again, so we could explore more of their richness.  And the first of these; our ‘Florence’ if you will, is v9 – love.  
And we return here because it is the Holy Spirit’s priority.  
In vv6-8 we encounter the gits that some believers are given, but beginning at v9 we encounter the virtues that should be present in all believers.  
If you take a Christian and plug him or her into a spiritual DNA tester, you will find some things in some Christians that are not in others, vv6-8, but you will find all the things listed in vv9-21 in every Christian.  

And the first of these universal requirements is love.  
And so, as the Apostle Outlines the Christian Life, we see that love is legitimately assumed, forcefully qualified, and necessarily Explained.  
So first of all, with the beginning of v9, we see that love is legitimately assumed.  
1. And boys and girls, to legitimately assume means to assume with good reason.  
a. For instance, if mum has just baked a fresh batch of biscuits and she goes out to hang up the washing and she tells you and your brothers and sisters, don’t touch the biscuits, she can legitimately assume that when she gets back, none of you will have touched the biscuits because you are supposed to obey her.  Right?  Her command should be enough to keep you away from those biscuits.
2. Well, notice here in v9 that Paul does not command believers to love – he assumes that believers will love.  Do you see that?  He doesn’t begin here with You must love each other.  His instruction here has to do with the flavour of or the character of or the type of love we practise towards one another.  “Love must be sincere.”  He assumes that believers will love each other and will engage in loving acts but he recognizes that remaining sin’s power is such that it can colour or influence how that love is expressed.  
a. Now, we will return to what Paul says about love in the second and third points, but why does he assume that believers will love one another?  Is that legitimate?  Does it necessarily flow out of what we know about God and salvation?  
i. Well, what are the first words of chapter 12?  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy…”  So any assumption Paul makes or any command he gives will have at its root God and His mercy to us in Jesus Christ.  
ii. And as we think about this biblically, 
A. there is 1 John 4:16, “God is (?) love.”  
B. John 3:16.  Why did God send His only begotten Son?  “For God so loved the world…”
C. Eph. 2:4 tells us that God made us alive in Christ.  Why?  “Because of His great love for us.”  
1) And so, the God who made and saved us is love and loves us.
2) And so, in 1 Corinthians 12, Paul speaks about the church and using our gifts, and then, in chapter 13, what do we find?  Love.  

iii. But turn back with me to the immediate context of these words in Romans.  
A. What do we read in 5:5, for example?  “And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  
1) Poured out – generosity – abundance – overflow!  Eyedropper/monsoon bucket!
B. And look also at v8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  
1) This is an undeserved love – this was love not to those who already loved and obeyed Him but to those who hated Him and who rebelled against Him.  
iv. So putting this into a human illustration, would you expect a child rescued from a dirty, badly run orphanage and adopted into a loving home to love his or her adopted parents and siblings?  Would that be reasonable to assume?  Of course it would.

A. Well, you have been adopted, made alive, rescued, redeemed.  You have escaped the wrath of God. Why?  Because of the love of God – a love that you did not deserve.

1) So is it legitimate; is it reasonable for Paul to assume that you will love others?  Oh Yes!   

v. And just in case there is any doubt on this matter at all, think also about these words in John 13.  “It was just before the Passover Feast.  Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”
A. And do you boys and girls remember what Jesus did next?  He washed the feet of the disciples. 
B. And what did He say once this was done?  John 13:34, “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
1) Is it legitimate; is it reasonable for Paul to assume that you will love others?  Oh Yes.  We have the example and the command of Jesus.   

So firstly then, love for one another is legitimately assumed in this verse.  But next we see how it is forcefully qualified – “Love must be sincere.”
And when we looked at this word, ‘sincere,’ last time, I illustrated it in two ways.  
· A hypocrite, in Greek, was an actor who used a mask.  So we are not to put on a mask of love.  
· And sincere comes from the Latin’ sine cera, which means without wax.  Cheap pottery had cracks in it which were filled with wax and painted over, quality pottery did not and was stamped, sine cera, without wax – the genuine article.  Our love is not to be pretended or a ‘false front.’ 
Now, as we think more about this, cast your minds back to Romans 12:1-2.  You see, the commands that we encounter in ch’s 12-16 are examples of vv1-2 being worked out or applied in daily life.  
· As we love, sincerely, we are offering our bodies as a living sacrifice to God in view of the mercy He has shown us and not conforming to the pattern of this world but being transformed by the renewing of our mind.  
· But it goes the other way, as well.  To know how to love sincerely, I must understand what the pattern of this world is in relation to love and what God’s good and pleasing will is in relation to love.  And that is how my mind is renewed and I am transformed.  
So let’s see how that works in relation to sincere love.  
1. Where do we begin?  If I want to love, sincerely, do I first do a word study of ‘love’ in the Bible?  No.  Prayer.  Lord, help me, shape me.  Make me one who loves as you have loved me.
2. And then, we next think about those words, “in view of God’s mercy.”  
a. And we have done this in our first point.  God has poured out His love on me, an undeserving sinner.  He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus, that my sins might be forgiven.  And we meditate on that and thank the Lord for that.
3. And next, “do not conform to the pattern of this world.”  So, what is the pattern of our world in relation to love?  
a. Well, if the world was honest with its evolutionary philosophy, it would describe love as simply a chemical reaction that serves some evolutionary purpose.  But what wife would appreciate flowers from her husband if he explained them as an evolutionary necessity? 
b. For many, love is a feeling.  Love is an emotion.  It is something that comes and goes.  
c. Others views love as what gets you love.  So, love is being kind to others so that they will be kind to you.  Your heart may not be in it, but it makes the world a nicer place to live.  
d. So four examples of insincere love before we say more about the love that is in accord with God’s good and pleasing and perfect will.
i. Insincere love is when you perform loving deeds when there is no love in your heart.  
A. You may be here today, you may have shaken hands with someone, you may sit around the Lord’s Supper table, you may put offerings in the bag, you may deliver a meal to someone, you may preach a sermon or lead a Bible study, but do you do it because God loves you and you love Him and His people?  Or, is it actually because it is expected or polite or just to obey?  
ii. Another form of insincere love is conventional love.  
A. They tell us, you see, that we must be a welcoming church.  But is your smile to a guest in the pew beside you just because we are told in the bulletin to be kind to new people or is it because when you were a stranger, God loved you by sending His Son to the cross to die the death that you deserved to die?  
iii. Insincere love can also be seen in self-interest.  
A. We want to look good in the eyes of others or to earn a reward.  
1) And this is something you boys and girls need to watch out for.  It may be that your parents reward you for doing a chore.  And they may do this to teach you about the principle of work and reward.  But don’t let that become an ‘I will not work unless you reward me’ attitude.  Don’t expect a reward when you obey or do some chores.  You work because God has shown great love to you in the Lord Jesus Christ and because he has given you parents who care for you and provide for you.  You work because that is right, because it pleases the Lord, because you are commanded to  obey, and because you are so thankful for God’s love in Jesus Christ.
iv. And fourthly, insincere love is love in word but not deed.  
A. We have a long list of people in our congregation who are sick or have had surgery or are recovering from birth or who need surgery or are elderly, etc.  
1) And James 2:15-16 says, “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”  James continues, “Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.”  
2) After Jesus gave the greatest commandments, someone asked him, “Who is my neighbour?”  And what was Jesus’ response?  The Good Samaritan.  And was he good because he paused to pray for the wounded traveler?  No.  He was good because he tended his wounds and paid for his care, etc. Sincere – word AND deed!
e. Well, lastly in connection with this point, as we seek now to know God’s good and pleasing and perfect will regarding sincere love, where else would we turn but?  1 Cor. 13.
i. Love is patient; it is kind.  Therefore, if there is love, there is kindness in the congregation.  
ii. Love does not envy.  Therefore, if there is love in the congregation, there is no malice, no backbiting, no envy, no jealousy.  
iii. Love does not boast, it is not proud.  Therefore, if there is love in the congregation, if love is active, there is no seeking of our own honour.  
iv. Love is not rude; it is not self-seeking.  Do you make it easy for other people to cooperate with you?  Are you happy to be flexible even if it is inconvenient?  For the sake of others?  Do you put others at ease in conversation?  If you are motivated by love, you will be.  
v. Love is not easily angered.  When there is love, we do not easily become upset and angry; we are not easily offended; we overlook and make generous allowances.  If love is active, we can put up with a lot.  
vi. Love keeps no record of wrongs.  Love is not filled with distrust and suspicion and the memory of past hurts.  It does not think the worst of brothers and sisters.  It is charitable.  
vii. Love does not delight in evil.  You do not find love in the company of evildoers.  Nor does it lend itself to doing wrong.  When love is active, it is not backbiting and gossiping and slandering.  
viii. Love rejoices with the truth.  We tell the truth.  
ix. Love always protects, love always trusts, love always hopes, love always perseveres.  Love never fails.  
x. This is God’s good and pleasing and perfect will in regards to love.  This is sincere love.  This the love that God has shown us in Jesus Christ.
So love is legitimately assumed but also forcefully qualified – our love for the Lord and for one another is to be sincere/genuine.  But thirdly and lastly we see with the last words of the verse, “Hate what is evil, cling to what is good,” that love is necessarily Explained.
1. We live in times, people of God, where we can pretty much substitute the word love for tolerance.  To be loving is to tolerate.  There is little left that is evil or wrong or sinful.  People have disorders and people have orientations and people make lifestyle choices and each worships his own god in his own way.  And that is just how it is and you should celebrate diversity and be tolerant of those who are different than you.  If you dare assert that someone’s actions or choices are evil, you are intolerant; you are unloving.  
a. Well, with all the strength that language can muster, the Spirit of God through Paul will have none of that.  You see, the form of the Greek words translated here as “hate” and “cling” are participles.  So literally, this verse could read, love must be sincere, hating what is evil and clinging to what is good.  The second half of the verse is a necessary explanation of the first half of the verse – Sincere love hates what is evil and clings to what is good.  
b. And its striking isn’t it, that the very first word after the call to sincere love is?  Hate.  
i. And the usual Greek word for ‘hate’ here has an intensifier on the front of it, which doubles its sense.  So it is to hate violently, to abhor, to intensely loathe.  
ii. But on the other side, the Greek word translated as “cling” is the same word used in Genesis 2:24 where a man is told to cling to or cleave to or be united to his wife, which has in view the closest and most intimate togetherness.  Literally it means to be glued or to be fused together.  
c. In many respects, you see, these Roman Christians lived in times with many similarities to our own.  
i. Immorality was rampant.  Homosexuality was omnipresent – it was everywhere.  Sex outside of marriage was assumed as ‘normal.’  
ii. Drunkenness was just how folk had a good time.  And while they had beer, as we do, we also have legal highs.  
iii. Cheating in business was just how you got ahead.  
iv. Gluttony, which evidenced itself in a big belly, was a sign of status.  
v. And in the church, there was division and jealousy and selfishness and fits of rage at public gatherings.  
A. And we know this because these are the things that Paul lists in his epistles to the churches; things he calls on believers to stop doing or to have nothing to do with.  And he does so because these things are evil.  
1) Homosexual activity is evil and sinful.  
2) Losing your temper with someone else is evil and sinful.  
3) Drunkenness is evil and sinful.  
4) Greed and gluttony are evil and sinful.  
5) Telling lies is evil and sinful.  
6) Teaching false doctrine is evil and sinful.  
7) Creating division in the church is evil and sinful.  
a) If we are comfortable with these sorts of behaviours in ourselves or in others; if we tolerate such things; if we are entertained by such things; if we do not speak against such things when we have opportunity, our love for the Lord and for others is not sincere.  
B. But when we refuse to be entertained by those things, when we recognize them in ourselves and repent of such things, when we lovingly and gently confront others over such things, and when we take a public stand against such things, our love for the Lord and for others is sincere.  
1) And our love for the Lord and for others is sincere when we delight in the truth and in purity, when we seek from the Spirit and put into practice such things as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, and when we make a conscious choice to never again bring up that past hurt that was done to us, or to turn the other cheek, or to suffer unjustly even as the Lord Jesus did.
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”
So let our love be sincere.  Hate what is evil, cling to what is good.  Amen.
